
 
 

A detailed, point-by-point rebuttal to the Rhiwlas Energy Park Environmental Statement 
Non-Technical Summary (NTS) from the perspective of local residents and community 
objectors is set out below. 
 
1. Immense Turbine Scale and Severe Landscape & Visual Harm 

●​ Industrialisation of an Upland Rural Landscape: The proposal introduces 12 
massive turbines up to 200 metres in tip height into an open moorland and upland 
pasture setting. Turbines of this height are among the tallest onshore structures in the 
UK and are wholly out of scale with the rolling Cambrian Hills and settled valley 
landscapes. 

●​ Acknowledged Significant Operational Harm: The Applicant’s own Landscape and 
Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) concedes that significant landscape character 
effects will extend up to 7.5 km, and significant visual effects will reach out to 8 
km across 10 viewpoints. 

●​ Severe Residential Amenity Impacts: Of the 51 residential properties within 2 km of 
the site, 20 dwellings (nearly 40%) will suffer significant visual effects. 
Furthermore, one residential property (Ystradolwyn Fawr) sits entirely inside the site 
boundary, and another (Hafod Fraith) is situated immediately adjacent, facing 
unacceptable industrial encirclement. 

●​ Destruction of Tourist and Recreational Corridors: Significant visual damage is 
admitted along major public recreational routes, including the Wye Valley Walk and 
National Cycle Network Route 8 (between Llangurig, Glynbrochan, and Tynant), 
threatening the tranquil appeal that underpins the local rural tourism economy. 

●​ Nighttime Light Pollution in Dark Sky Areas: Five turbines will require visible 
hub-height aviation lighting, causing significant nighttime visual impacts up to 3 
km and eroding the dark-sky character of rural Mid Wales. 

 
2. Cumulative Landscape Saturation 

●​ Cumulative Encirclement: The NTS acknowledges that the development will 
combine with the proposed adjacent Banc Du Energy Park, resulting in residual 
significant cumulative effects across three landscape character areas, five 
recreational receptor groups, and cycle routes. 

●​ Overconcentration of Wind Infrastructure: Adding 200m turbines on top of the 
operational Bryn Blaen and Bryn Titli schemes creates an oppressive, 
wind-turbine-dominated landscape across the Upper Wye and Severn catchments, 
exceeding the landscape's capacity to absorb further development. 

 
3. Noise Assessment Deficiencies and Residential Disturbance 

●​ Predicted Noise Exceedances at Sensitive Receptors: The Applicant concedes that 
operational noise levels will exceed statutory noise limits at two residential 
properties under standard operating conditions. 

●​ Unreliable Mitigation by Operational Curtailment: The Applicant relies on 
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software-driven "noise-reduced operation modes" (curtailment) to claim residual 
compliance. This relies on reactive engineering adjustments rather than designing a 
fundamentally compliant layout, reducing energy yield and placing the burden of 
post-construction noise monitoring on local residents. 

●​ Inadequate Baseline Surveying: Baseline noise monitoring was conducted at only 
six residential properties to represent the entire receiving area, leaving multiple 
surrounding properties without verified property-specific background noise data. 

●​ Omission of Low-Frequency Noise and Infrasound: Reliance on outdated 
ETSU-R-97 and standard A-weighting de-emphasizes the low-frequency pulses and 
room-resonance effects typically generated by 200m-tall machines. 

 
4. Severe Risks to Ornithology and Collision Fatality 

●​ Proximity to International Bird Sanctuary: The site boundary sits just 692 metres 
from the Elenydd-Mallaen Special Protection Area (SPA), designated specifically 
for internationally important populations of raptors (Red Kite, Merlin, Peregrine 
Falcon). 

●​ High Collision Risk to 8 Protected Raptor and Wader Species: Flight activity 
surveys recorded 63 bird species, with 8 high-conservation-status species 
confirmed at direct collision risk: Red Kite, Golden Plover, Curlew, Goshawk, 
Hobby, Peregrine, Osprey, and Merlin (alongside breeding Hen Harrier and Barn 
Owl). 

●​ Unproven "Dissuasion" Measures: The Applicant proposes to "dissuade" birds from 
foraging near turbines and implement post-construction carcass searches. Carcass 
monitoring merely records fatalities after harm has occurred; it does nothing to 
prevent the operational slaughter of endangered raptors and declining wader 
populations like the Curlew. 

 
5. Ecological Degradation and Threats to Protected Species 

●​ Extensive Bat Mortality and Habitat Severance: Surveys identified seven bat 
species active on site (including Noctule, Leisler's, Serotine, and Myotis), with roosts 
confirmed in four trees and two buildings. The massive blade swept area of 200m 
turbines poses severe barotrauma and collision risks to high-flying bats. 

●​ Physical Habitat Destruction: Constructing 9.6 kilometres of new 5.5m-wide 
access tracks, crane pads, foundations, and temporary compounds will permanently 
fragment peat, marshy grassland, and post-medieval hedgerows. 

●​ Impact on Rare Fauna: The site supports active Badger setts, Water Voles, Common 
Lizards, Great Crested Newt habitats, and sits 38m from an unverified Pine Marten 
record, all of which face severe construction disturbance. 

 
6. Hydrological Danger to the River Wye SAC and Local Water 
Supplies 
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●​ Threat to Internationally Designated Rivers: The site lies within the headwaters of 
the River Wye / Afon Gwy Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and SSSI (located 
just 150m west), and drains directly into the Afon Dulas catchment (>80% of the site). 

●​ Pollution, Siltation, and Runoff Risks: Bulk earthworks and access track 
construction across numerous streams (Nant Gwyllt, Nant y Waun, Nant Cwmgwary, 
Nant y Saeson) create major risks of heavy sediment runoff, concrete/chemical spills, 
and altered drainage flows entering the fragile River Wye catchment. 

●​ Downstream Flood Risk: The NTS admits an increased risk of surface water 
flooding downstream affecting local properties and infrastructure. 

●​ Threat to Private Water Supplies: Local residents reliant on unmonitored private 
water supplies and shallow groundwater aquifers face unquantifiable risks of supply 
interruption and chemical/turbidity contamination. 

 
7. Peat Degradation and Dubious Carbon Calculations 

●​ Disturbance of Peat Soils: Despite claims of avoidance, the NTS admits that peat 
soils are present at the headwaters of watercourses and that access tracks will 
directly cross peat deposits. Excavating, tracking over, and draining peat releases 
locked carbon and destroys delicate hydrological blankets. 

●​ Deforestation Emissions: The carbon balance calculation relies on an optimistic 
1.9-year payback period while conceding that large areas of forest will be felled and 
carbon-sequestering pasture permanently lost to concrete hardstandings. 

 
8. Physical and Setting Damage to Cultural Heritage 

●​ Unacceptable Harm to Scheduled Monument: The Applicant concedes a moderate 
residual significant adverse effect on the setting of the Cwm y Saeson Standing 
Stone Scheduled Monument (RD119), situated only 600m from the site. 

●​ Direct Destruction of Historic Features: Construction of access tracks will cause 
the physical destruction and partial removal of the Cwm y Saeson Trackway 
(67364) in six separate locations, alongside the severance of the historic 1845 Tithe 
Parish Boundary (HA2) and three important historic hedgerows. 

●​ Impact on Listed Buildings: The towering turbines will harm the landscape setting of 
the Grade II Listed Church of St Curig* and ten Grade II listed buildings in Llangurig 
village (1.5 km west), as well as the Grade II listed Bwlch y Garreg farmstead (270m 
away). 

 
9. Traffic Chaos, Community Disruption, and Road Safety 

●​ HGV Intrusion in Rural Settlements: During the 12-month construction phase, 
thousands of heavy vehicle movements will funnel through sensitive rural villages on 
the A470 and A44—including Ponterwyd, Llangurig, Rhayader, and Llandinam. 

●​ Peak Traffic Intensities: The traffic assessment estimates a peak of 324 daily 
vehicle journeys (260 HGVs per day / 22 two-way HGV movements per hour) 
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under standard delivery models. 
●​ Disruption from Abnormal Indivisible Loads (AILs): Massive 200m turbine 

components require extensive street furniture removal, road modifications, tree 
felling, and rolling road closures on constrained Mid Wales trunk roads. 

●​ On-Site Quarrying Impact: Sourcing 85% of stone on-site to reduce road traffic 
necessitates extensive borrow pit blasting, rock-crushing, noise, and airborne dust 
directly on the upland ridges. 

 
10. "Project Splitting" and the Missing Grid Connection 

●​ Artificial Salami-Slicing: The NTS explicitly states that the high-voltage grid 
connection from the on-site substation does not form part of this planning 
application and will be consented separately. 

●​ Concealed Environmental Cost: Evacuating 80 MW of power from this remote 
upland location will require extensive overhead pylon corridors or deep trenching 
across Mid Wales. By excluding the grid infrastructure from the DNS submission, the 
Applicant conceals the true cumulative landscape, ecological, and community impact 
of the total development. 

 
Conclusion 
The Rhiwlas Energy Park application represents an unacceptable overdevelopment of an 
environmentally sensitive upland area. The minor contribution towards Welsh renewable 
energy targets cannot justify: 

1.​ Significant and irreversible visual damage to 20 local homes and major 
walking/cycling routes; 

2.​ Acute collision risks to internationally protected raptors (692m from the 
Elenydd-Mallaen SPA); 

3.​ Hydrological risks to the River Wye SAC and local private drinking water supplies; 
4.​ Acknowledged significant noise limit exceedances; and 
5.​ Physical destruction and setting harm to designated archaeological and historic 

monuments. 
 
The application should be recommended for refusal by the Planning Inspector and Welsh 
Ministers. 
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