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Please use this template to draft your responses to submit via the online consultation 

form. 

Evidence from: Click or tap here to enter your name and/or organisation 

Senedd Cymru | Welsh Parliament 

Pwyllgor yr Economi, Ynni a Chysylltedd | Economy, Energy and Connectivity 

Committee 

Blaenoriaethau Pwyllgor yr Economi, Ynni a Chysylltedd | Priorities for the Economy, 

Energy and Connectivity Committee 

You do not need to answer every question, only those on which 

you wish to share information or have a view. 

What do you consider to be the main priorities or issues that the 

Committee should consider during the Seventh Senedd, and why? 

The Cambrian Mountains Society welcomes the opportunity to participate in this consultation.  

The Society is a Welsh Charity which exists to  

1. promote, for the benefit of local communities, and of the wider public, measures which will 

sustain or enhance the landscape, natural beauty, biodiversity, archaeology, scientific 

interest, and cultural heritage of the Cambrian Mountains; and  

2. advance the education of the public in the landscape, natural beauty, biodiversity, 

archaeology, scientific nature, cultural heritage and geodiversity of the Cambrian 

Mountains. 

The Cambrian Mountains, in common with much of Mid-Wales, is currently facing rapid and 

permanent transformation from a very rural and peaceful environment into a series of 

renewable power stations connected to South Wales and England by substantial infrastructure.  

The power to be generated is entirely for use outside the region, and the profits from sales of 

the power under the extremely generous Renewable Energy Markets Arrangement will flow 

largely to foreign investors.  Very limited “community benefits” in the form of minor local grants 

(trivial in comparison to the profits to be reaped from these projects) will be passed to local 

communities, whilst the tourism industry so key to the region’s sustainability will be fatally 
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undermined.  Further, through the failure to plan in the potential for grid connections for 

domestic and community scale renewable power projects, the ability of the local communities to 

themselves profit from their natural energy resources is inadvertently being planned out: cut off 

before it has had the chance to be re-established and generate Wales-wide specialist jobs, 

enterprises and energy independence.  This is clearly to the disadvantage of Wales’ economy as 

a whole and that of rural Wales in particular. 

The Society considers that in these circumstances, the Committee should focus on:  

• ensuring that measures taken by Welsh Government to address climate change 

deliver practical support for real community-led and owned energy projects and 

training for the specialist contractors who will be responsible for designing, building 

and maintaining such projects in years to come, rather than accept any means to 

hand which purports to deliver a ‘net zero’ target; 

• strengthening rural telecommunications and transport to support the diversification 

of the rural economy to include a more modern tourism offer but also through the 

potential for workers living in rural areas both commuting into urban centres and 

working entirely remotely; and  

• ensuring that the interests of the tourist industry both present and future are given 

full weight in the planning and building of renewable power projects, future power 

infrastructure and the roll-out of communications connectivity throughout Wales. 

 

What is your first priority for the Committee to consider as part of its 

work? (Priority 1) 

The first priority must be to ensure that measures taken by Welsh Government to address 

climate change deliver more for Wales than mere nominal compliance with a short term ‘net 

zero’ target.  Real community-led and owned energy projects which are able to connect to the 

national grid, and training for the specialist contractors who will be responsible for designing, 

building and maintaining such projects in years to come, must both form an integral and 

substantial component of the process. 

Please explain why this should be a priority for the Committee  

(Priority 1) 

(We would be grateful if you could keep your answer to around 500 words). 
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This issue must be a priority because the process for transition to renewable energy is already 

well underway, but not in a form which deliver any of the potential real benefits to Wales: 

energy independence, skilled workers and long-term financial returns.  Under the previous 

government planning rules have been interpreted repeatedly to reduce the barriers to 

construction of large commercial power stations without regard for the coherence, sustainability 

of efficiency of the proposed developments.   

The unconnected Hendy wind farm in Radnorshire represents the quintessence of this 

approach. Build first; realise only afterwards that the turbines cannot contribute to the grid 

without a grid connection; then find no such connection is forthcoming.  Meanwhile, the 

developer collects ‘constraint payments’ compensating them for their inability to sell power – 

which is purely due to government maladministration, leaving consumers paying while the 

hardware becomes obsolete. 

But the total lack of a connection is not the only form of failure in the process.  Power projects 

such as Lluest y Gwynt in Ceredigion are also being proposed where connections exist but the 

capacity of those connections is totally insufficient to handle the enormous additional energy 

flows which the developers promise.  Such a project will, like Hendy, be compensated by 

government and ultimately consumers for the incompetence of permitting it to be built without 

any means of actually delivering the full power which it is capable of generating. 

Further, developers seeking to profit not just from power generation but also transmission 

payments are proposing to build power infrastructure configured to maximise the length of lines 

rather than the efficiency of infrastructure use.  This in turn maximises energy losses during 

transmission, representing a complete failure of efficiency and integration across Wales let alone 

the UK-wide power system for which the UK National Energy Systems Operator is already 

developing a Strategic Spatial Energy Plan. 

The transition to clean energy has the potential to deliver net zero (as regards power 

generation, though not the total: equal if not greater total carbon emissions result from global 

manufacture and transport of goods and services) AND transform the Welsh economy. But it 

will not do so if it is delivered at break-neck speed solely through foreign investors designing a 

system essentially for their own profits and bringing in specialist technology and contractors for 

construction, then moving on to the next project elsewhere.  Nor will enabling a handful of 

Welsh workers to join this peripatetic workforce do much to boost the Welsh economy.   

The Committee should strive to transform this ongoing scuttling of the energy transition’s 

potential into a concrete opportunity for growth, resilience and sustainability in Wales through 

bringing the ‘value add’ potential of domestic and community renewables to the fore. 
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What is your second priority for the Committee to consider as part of its 

work? (Priority 2) 

The demographic challenge of rural Wales (seen in the Cambrian Mountains to an extreme 

degree) arises from the scarcity of high value local jobs, leading to ongoing depopulation and a 

residual (and incoming) older population.  To address this, the Committee should work to 

strengthen rural telecommunications and transport.  This is fundamental to any attempt to 

boost diversification of the rural economy to include a more modern tourism offer but also 

through the potential for rural-based workers both commuting into urban centres and working 

entirely remotely. 

Please explain why this should be a priority for the Committee  

(Priority 2) 

(We would be grateful if you could keep your answer to around 500 words). 

The connectivity of rural Wales is, frankly, laughable. The announcement in August 2026 of a 

long-distance bus service between Bangor and Carmarthen illustrates the problem succinctly.  

The road distance is 130 miles.  The service will run a few times a day and take 90 minutes off 

the current trip by bus, reaching Carmarthen after approximately 4.5 hours.  Carmarthen to 

Cardiff can then be completed by rail, taking just under 2 further hours.   

Travel from London to Birmingham, a distance of 102 miles, has multiple train services per hour 

and takes approximately 1.5-2 hours depending on which service is chosen.   

Whilst the attraction of rural Wales for many is precisely the slow pace and tranquillity, travel 

could be very much faster without diminishing Wales’ advantages in that respect.  In particular, 

bus and railway connectivity in Mid-Wales lags far behind that in either the North or the South.  

Improvement in services on the Heart of Wales line and the Shrewsbury-Aberystwyth 

connection could bring the whole region into the UK rail network, with enormous benefits for 

local businesses to expand eastwards and for expansion of the tourist industry by making the 

region truly accessible by rail. Meanwhile, greater facility in reaching all parts of Wales by train 

would greatly enhance its attractiveness both for businesses and workers – whether planning to 

work remotely but with occasional trips to the office, or to commute from rural Wales to urban 

centres either elsewhere in Wales or in England. 

At the same time, there are still places in Mid-Wales including the foothills of the Cambrian 

Mountains without reliable internet connections, or connections operating reliably only at one 

or two Mbps – wholly inadequate for videoconferencing, which is an essential component for 

majority remote working.  
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Without younger people finding the region feasible to live and work in, the demographic 

decline will continue and Mid- and North Wales’ future potential to make a greater contribution 

to the Welsh economy evaporate entirely.   This problem requires government leadership to 

crack. 

What is your third priority for the Committee to consider as part of its 

work? (Priority 3) 

The Committee should ensure that the interests of the tourist industry both present and future 

are given full weight in the planning and building of renewable power projects, future power 

infrastructure and the roll-out of communications connectivity throughout Wales.   

Please explain why this should be a priority for the Committee  

(Priority 3) 

(We would be grateful if you could keep your answer to around 500 words). 

We welcome the Minister’s announcement of his priority to make Wales a world-class visitor 

destination but since the tourist industry is by its nature comprised of many very small 

businesses and sole traders, the industry lacks the lobbying power of other sectors which can 

and do spend large sums on lobbying for their interests.  In such an unequal competition, 

government must keep an active focus on the importance of tourism for a sustainable Welsh 

economy.  Consequently, the risks of undermining that potential through other activities needs 

to be weighed against all competing interests.   

The Cambrian Mountains are increasingly sought out by visitors from Wales and beyond in view 

of the over-tourism facing Wales’ designated landscapes.  The single largest draw mentioned in 

response to surveys by tourism organisations is the rural beauty and peacefulness (44%).  

Clearly, the increasing crowds in the National Parks are a mixed blessing, and their capacity to 

absorb more visitors is decreasing.  To expand the tourist industry Wales must also expand and 

enhance its tourism offering.  Adding additional tourist draws in the form of improving visitor 

facilities in Mid-Wales’ Radnorshire Forest and Cambrian Mountains is essential to that objective. 

But it will not be effective if in the meantime those destinations have been industrialised with 

groups of 230m (over 750ft – more than twice the height of Wales’ current tallest building) on 

prominent ridges, despite not forming part of the Pre-Assessed Areas identified as suitable for 

such development under Future Wales: the National Plan. 

The tension between these objectives is an appropriate matter for the Committee to keep in 

view in scrutinising government proposals during the present Senedd term.   
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Is there anything else you would like to share with the Committee as it 

considers its Forward Work Programme? 

(We would be grateful if you could keep your answer to around 500 words). 

 

Anything else? 

(We would be grateful if you could keep your answer to around 500 words). 

The Society would be happy to present its responses and the background evidence to the 

Committee in person or online, for further discussion, at any convenient time. 

 

 

 


